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SUBJ: P-104 REPLACEMENT: MOD STATE SECRETARY 
STEMERDINK COMMENTS ON HIS BOSS 

REF: HAGUE 645 

1 . DCM TOUCHED BASE WITH STATE SECRETARY STEMERDINK 
PEB 28 TO GET HIS ASSESSMENT RE THE CURRENT STATE 

OP PLAY ON THE P-104 REPLACEMENT. DCM SAID HE GATHERED 
THAT MOD VREDELING WAS NO LONGER LEANING TOWARD THE 
MIRAGE. STEMERDINK AGREED BUT SAID THIS REPRESENTED 
A CHANGE FROM TIME OP DCM'S LAST CONVERSATION (PEB 7) 
WHEN STEMERDINK HAD SAID THAT VREDELING WAS DEPINITELY 
SWINGING TOWARD THE MIRAGE AS A MEANS OF SAVING 
THE "EUROPEAN AIRCRAPT INDUSTRY". 

2. STEMERDINK THEN, IN HIS USUAL CAUTIOUS, ELEPTICAL 
PASHION, INDICATED CONCERN THAT BELGIAN 

MOD VAN DEN BOEYNANTS WAS STILL COMMITTED TO THE 
MIRAGE. STEMERDINK EXPRESSED INTEREST IN GETTING 
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A READING FROM EMBASSY BRUSSELS ON THIS POINT AS WELL 
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AS THE GENERAL OUTLOOK FOR THE GOB'S EVENTUAL 
DECISION. (CAN EMBASSY BRUSSELS OBLIGE?). 

3. PIECE-DE-RESISTANCE OF THIS CONVERSATION WAS 
STEMERDINK'S MINI-DIATRIBE AGAINST VREDELING FOR 
NOT RPT NOT KEEPING HIS FENCES MENDED WITH HIS OWN 
PARTY ON THE F-I04 REPLACEMENT QUESTION. STEMERDINK 
BLAMED VREDELING FOR CONSISTENTLY FAILING TO MEET 
INFORMALLY WITH SMALL GROUPS OF LABOR PARLIAMENTARIANS 
AND OTHER KEY LABOR PARTY FIGURES TO EXPLAIN WHY IT 
WAS NECESSARY FOR THE NETHERLANDS TO REPLACE THE F-104'S 
WITH A HIGH PERFORMANCE, NEXT GENERATION AIRCRAFT 
SUITED FOR THE ROLE OF THE NETHERLANDS AIR FORCE IN 

THE I980'S. AS A RESULT, STEMERDINK CONTINUED, A 
LOT OF PEOPLE IN VREDELING'S PARTY WERE TOTALLY UNCONVINCED 
ON THIS POINT AND WERE THUS TAKING THE POSITION THAT 
THE NETHERLANDS AIR FORCE COULD GET ALONG WITH A LESS 
EXPENSIVE, LESS SOPHISTICATED REPLACEMENT FIGHTER SUCH AS 
THE F-5E. VREDELING HAD NOT ATTEMPTED TO REASON WITH THESE 
PEOPLE BUT INSTEAD, AS IN THE RECENT PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE 
ON THE DEFENSE BUDGET, HAD FLATLY TOLD THEM HOW IT WAS 
GOING TO BE. THIS WAS SIMPLY NOT GOOD ENOUGH FOR THE LABOR 
PARTY, STEMERDINK EMPHASIZED. 

4. DCM INTERPOSED THAT IN ANY DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT 
IMPORTANT ISSUES AROSE FROM TIME TO TIME WHERE MEMBERS 
OF GOVERNMENT WERE UNABLE TO GAIN THE SUPPORT OF 
THEIR PARTY DESPITE AN ABUNDANCE OF BRIEFINGS AND 
DISCUSSIONS. IN THIS KIND OF SITUATION, DCM 

CONTINUED, GOVERNMENT LEADERS HAD TO SHOW LEADERSHIP EVEN 
AT THE RISK OF LOSING POPULARITY WITH THEIR OWN PARTY. 

IF VARIOUS US ADMINISTRATIONS, FOR INSTANCE, HAD SETTLED FOR 
WHAT THEY COULD HAVE GOTTEN THROUGH CONGRESS AT THE TIME, THE 
HISTORY OF US FOREIGN AND DEFENSE POLICIES SINCE WW II WOULD 
HAVE BEEN QUITE DIFFERENT. 

5. STEMERDINK AGREED WITH THE GENERAL PROPOSITION 
BUT REITERATED THAT VREDELING WAS IN SERIOUS TROUBLE 
WITH HIS PARTY. RECALLING THAT HE HAD LECTURED 
VREDELING MANY TIMES ON THE NEED TO EDUCATE HIS 
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PARTY COLLEAGUES ON THE F-104 REPLACEMENT ISSUE, 

STEMERDINK SAID HE HAD TALKED TO VREDELING AGAIN 
JUST AN HOUR AGO AND WARNED HIM THAT HE MIGHT SOON BE 
FINISHED AS DEFENSE MINISTER IF THE LABOR PARTY 
WITHDREW ITS SUPPORT. IN RESPONSE TO DCM'S QUESTION, 

STEMERDINK SAID THAT IT WAS LATE, VERY LATE, FOR 
VREDELING, BUT THAT THERE WAS A CHANCE THAT HE MIGHT 
STILL RETRIEVE THE SITUATION IF HE MOVED FAST TO CORRECT 
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HIS PAST MISTAKES. ACCORDING TO STEMERDINK, VREDELING 
HAD EINALLY GOTTEN THE POINT, INDICATED THAT HE WAS 
NOW WORRIED ABOUT HIS POLITICAL CAREER AND 
PROMISED IN EEFECT TO GET CRACKING WITH HIS PARTY 
COLLEAGUES. 

6. EOR CLOSERS, STEMERDINK MENTIONED THAT THE NEXT 
MEETING OF THE FOUR CONSORTIUM DEFENSE MINISTERS MIGHT WELL 
BE POSTPONED FROM MARCH 10 TO MARCH 17. IN THAT EVENT, 

THERE WOULD PROBABLY BE AT LEAST A WEEK'S DELAY IN 
GETTING THE FIGHTER REPLACEMENT ISSUE BEFORE THE 
NETHERLANDS COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, WHICH WAS SCHEDULED 
TO DISCUSS IT THE FIRST TIME ON MARCH 14. 

GOULD 
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